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A woman has to be assured the dignity of her person. She
has to have full control over her body, it is for her to determine
how many children she should give birth to or, for that matter, to
decide whether she should become a mother at all. It is for her to
choose to go in for abortion or not. Nobody, not even the husband,
has the right to violate her person. She shall not be abused, beaten,
tormented, assaulted or raped. She, and she alone, has the full
authority over her life. She is not a chattel to tie disposed of, nor
a non-person to be done away with. She cannot be forced into
slavery or prostituion, nor can she be compelled to pay dowry to
gain the status of a wife. She has the right, nay the privilege, to
become a mother, if she so desires, though unmarried. Her right
to motherhood has to be dissociated from marriage.

A married woman is not just 'queen of the home1. She is much
more. She is her husband's life-partner. Her sphere of activity cannot
be confined to the home nor can her husband's pleasures dictate
her tastes and opinions. No doubt she alone can bear children. Buit
it is given to both man and wife to rear children. Both shall afcf
and assist each other in running the home. She shall not bet
condemend to do dull and routine work all by herself. Her rights
in respect of succession, guardianship, maintenance, adoption and
divorce shall not be such as to be discriminating against her.

There must be a uniform civil code applicable to all Indian
citizens and to all territories comprising India, in the transition period,
personal laws shall be liberalized. Abuses like talak have to be done
away with. Family courts shall be established to go into disputes
between wife and husband with sympathy and consideration. Irre-
trievable breakdown of marriage and incompatibility of temperament
shall become grounds for seeking divorce. Separation and divorce
must be unilaterally granted. Alimony and maintenance shall be given
to a spouse, taking into consideration all the relevant factors. The
preponderant claims of mothers to the custody and guardianship of
children has to be respected. The provision for restitution of conjugal
rights has to be taken out from the Statute Book. The husband
has to be prevented from compelling his wife to resign her job and
live at his place of residence. Marriage Laws have to be amended
to protect the rights of woman over her earnings or property acquired
with her earnings. The unemployed wife shall have to get, on divorce,
half the property acquired during her coverture by the husband. The
wife shall get at least half of his property if he dies leaving behind
children.